
How to Display Your Photos like a Pro 
The rise in popularity of digital photography in recent years has radically changed the way 
we interact with photographs. Drugstore envelopes and shoeboxes have been replaced by 
hard drives and, more recently, “cloud” systems, as preferred methods of image storage. 
Likewise, computer and phone screens have ousted photo albums as the dominant means 
of sharing family memories and artistic creations alike. Yet, for many, the barrage of 
images on touchscreens and monitors has led to a newfound appreciation for photographs 
that you can physically touch and hang on the wall. Analog processes have rebounded 
among dedicated professionals, as well as the casual photographer, nostalgic for the “feel” 
of film photographs. Although arguments over whether digital prints will ever match or 
exceed the aesthetics of analog photographs will probably go on forever, we can all agree 
that printing technologies have evolved to the point of creating quality photographs that 
deserve quality presentations.  

The anatomy of a frame 

Before getting too deeply into the decisions that go into preparing and mounting your 
photograph, it is important to come to grips with the components that make up a frame. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The components that make up a frame 

Frame  Since you will be framing photographs to hang on a wall, it is useful to think 
about the space that your photo will occupy. A decadently carved frame that looks like it 
was stolen from the Palace of Versailles would probably seem out of place in most modern 
living rooms or offices. Contemporary galleries and museums tend to favor simple designs. 
This makes sense when you consider that ultimately, you want your audience to focus on 
your photograph rather than the object protecting it. Avoid frames that might distract 
viewers from your work. Don’t forget to consider the color of your frame relative to the 



colors in your photograph or matting. Depending upon your chosen wall or the size of your 
work, weight can become a limiting factor. Metal frames offer a simple and lightweight 
alternative to wooden frames.  
 
Glazing  This refers to the sheet of glass or acrylic forming the “window” that your audience 
will look through to see your print. Glass and acrylic both offer pros and cons, depending 
upon your particular application. The chief benefits of acrylic are its lightweight and 
resistance to shattering. These are especially important qualities if you ever plan to ship 
your work. Shipping a glass frame, no matter how carefully packed, is always a daunting 
task at best. The area where glass trumps acrylic is on its surface. Acrylic is more prone to 
scratching than glass. Also, if your sheet of acrylic becomes statically charged, you will 
quickly learn just how much dust and hair is floating around in the room in which you are 
working. With this in mind, the benefits of anti-static gloves and anti-static cloths can hardly 
be overstated. This is equally true when handling your print. The best way to avoid getting 
grease or dirt on your photo is to never touch it with your bare hands. 

Mat / Mounting Board  The materials to which you attach your photograph are especially 
important because they should be the only materials that physically touch your work.  

Dust Paper  Keeps dust and other particles from sneaking inside of your frame. 

Wire  Last, but certainly not least, is the equipment responsible for securing your frame to 
the wall. The most important specification to take into consideration is the maximum 
weight that your wire can support. Be sure to use a wire that supports well over the weight 
of your framed work. Equally important is what you use to hang your photograph. Most 
framing wire kits will include appropriate weight-bearing hooks to secure your work to the 
wall. Nobody wants a broken frame and a ripped-open wall. 

Choosing a back 
Rigidity is especially important for large or unmatted prints where buckling can 
compromise your display. There are few sadder sights than a beautifully framed 
photograph that bends toward its glass on account of inadequate backing. You want to 
choose a material that will keep your image parallel to the wall. It is important to know that 
temperature and humidity are capable of increasing the risk of your mounting material 
warping over time. In general, the thicker the better—just so long as the total thickness of 
the materials in your frame do not exceed the depth of your frame’s rabbet (the inside part 
of the frame). 

Without getting into the complex criteria used by museums when preserving their 
collections, it is worth emphasizing the value of choosing acid-free materials. This is true 
not only of your mounting board, but also of any material that comes in physical contact 
with your print (e.g. adhesive). This will ensure that your prints look their best for years to 
come. 

Three popular and common materials for photo mounting are: mat board, foam core, and 
gator board.  

 


